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Ultrasonography is a valuable tool to diagnose gastrointestinal pathologies in
the horse. Measure certain parameters allows us to obtain important
information to decide between medical or surgical management.
It is essential to know the appearance of a normal abdomen for the


























n = 7 adult horses were used. Animals were patients of Equine Unit that came
to undergo elective surgery requiring general anaesthesia/deep sedation.
Reception, fasted and post-surgery control ultrasound examinations were
performed with an 3,5 MHz sectorial probe. Multiple areas were examined
from left side (Fig 1) and right side (Fig 2) of each horse.
Fig.	1.	Left	side.	Imaged	areas:	stomach	(S),	left	flank	
(LF),	left	inguinal	(LI)	and	left	ventral	(LV)
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Fig.	2.	Right	side.	Imaged	areas:	duodenum	(D),	right	
flank	(RF),	right	inguinal	(RI)	and	right	ventral	(LV)
Fig.	3.	(left)	and	Fig.	4.	(right):	Control	ultrasound	images	taken	from	left	flank	and	stomach	respectively.	In	each	area	
number	of	intestinal	loops,	diameter	(cm),	wall	thickness	(cm),	motility	and	shape	of	the	loops	were	recorded.
